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expose its weakness.    Indeed, the whole frontier
eastward of Mirzapoor was absolutely defenceless;
and the Pindaree incursion of 1812 had completely
manifested our vulnerability in that quarter.    In
this emergency, the following were the measures
adopted.    It had heretofore been the practice to
leave nearly all the civil duties of the western pro-
vinces to be executed by the regular army ;  by
which means the battalions were broken into de-
tachments, and their discipline and efficiency very
much impaired.   From these duties they were in-
stantly relieved; and until provincial corps should
be formed for the purpose, the civil officers were
ordered to take into their service  such tempo-
rary bodies of armed men, as they might be able to
procure on the spur of the occasion.   An arrange-
ment was at the same time effected, which con-
tributed most materially to the advantageous dis-
play of the inadequate means left available for the
defence of the provinces: viz. the calling out of
the grenadier companies of the regiments of the
line, not on actual service in the field, and form-
ing them into independent battalions; while their
place in the corps was directed to be filled up by
supplemental companies.   By this measure, an
addition of seven battalions was at once made to
the -nominal force.   Besides the above temporary
expedients, to meet the present exigency, consi-